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Differentiating Among the Most Common Types of Dementia

Symptoms (most characteristic symptoms 
in bold)

Neuropathology

Alzheimer’s dementia Short-term memory loss
Difficulty learning new information
Impaired executive function

Amyloid plaques and neurofibril-
lary tangles

Dementia with Lewy bodies Visual hallucinations
Fluctuation in cognition
REM sleep behavior disorder
Neuroleptic sensitivity
Parkinsonism 

Intracellular deposits of misfold-
ed alpha-synuclein (Lewy bodies)

Frontotemporal dementia Disinhibition, apathy, compulsive behavior 
(behavioral variant)
Gradual language dysfunction (primary pro-
gressive aphasia)

Atrophy of frontal and temporal 
regions of the brain
Hyperphosphorylated tau protein

Vascular dementia Impaired executive function and complex 
attention
Symptoms vary depending on location 

Large and small vessel disease
Chronic progressive white matter 
disease
Prior infarcts


